Resolution Submission Guidelines
Saskatchewan Association of Licensed Practical Nurses
All practicing members of the SALPN are able to create and submit formal resolutions to be heard at the
Annual General Meeting (AGM). A resolution is a position statement on an issue and a call for action. It
can relate to all areas of nursing practice, as well as to the role the SALPN or the role of the LPN within
health care. All resolutions passed at the AGM will be presented to the SALPN Council for their
deliberation at a subsequent Council meeting.
Preparing a Resolution
Resolutions must contain the following:
1. Name and registration number of the LPN who is submitting the resolution.
2. An introductory statement beginning with the statement “Whereas…”
3. An action beginning with the statement “Be it resolved…”. This statement should indicate who
is to take action, what the action is, to whom the action is directed, and a timeline for action.
4. Background statement providing reasons for the desired action.
Rules of Debate (as per the SALPN Administrative Bylaws, Appendix B)
Limitation of Debate
The Chair shall exercise the responsibility of the Chair to limit the debate.
1. Consideration of any item of business, whether introduced by motion or resolution shall be
limited to 30 minutes.
2. Each speaker may speak for a maximum of two minutes.
3. The chairperson shall warn the assembly that the question will be called within the next five
minutes.
4. Debate may be extended by a 2/3 vote of the assembly.
Speakers
Speakers shall use the microphones, state their name, place of residence and address the chair. The
chairperson shall call speakers in the order in which they stand behind the microphones.
Motions
Motions must be made by a member and seconded by a member. To ensure accuracy, the
chairperson will request that a motion be submitted in writing and be signed by the mover and
seconder.
Each person except the mover of a motion may speak once to each motion.
The mover of a motion may speak twice, to move the motion and to close debate:
• In making the motion, the mover shall identify the seconder of the motion, then continue to speak to
the rationale and/or reasons for proposing this motion.
• At the request and on the invitation of the chairperson, the mover may correct misconceptions or
offer explanation. This will not be considered speaking for the second time or closing debate.
• The seconder shall speak immediately following the mover in order to formally second the motion
and speak in support of it.
New speakers to a motion take precedence over those who have already spoken.
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Amendments
• Amendments must be introduced by motion, in accordance with the rules for motions set out
above, and be voted on before the main motion is put to a vote.
• The mover of an amendment may speak only at the time of proposing the amendment.
• Each person who speaks to an amendment shall be limited to a maximum of two minutes.
• No more than two amendments may be on the floor at the same time.
Resolutions and Motions
Resolutions and motions shall be decided by the majority (50% + 1) of votes cast, ignoring
abstentions. Because abstentions are not “votes” they are not counted in the total votes cast.
Therefore, the practical effect of an abstention is an indication of support for the prevailing side on
the vote. While it is the duty of members who have an opinion on the question to express it by their
vote, persons cannot be compelled to vote.
Abstentions shall not be counted or recorded because they are not included in the vote count.
However, in a conflict of interest situation, the name of the member who abstained shall be
recorded at the member's request.
Voting Procedure
1. The meeting room will be divided into at least three voting sections. One scrutineer shall be
assigned to count the votes in each of the voting sections.
2. The assembly shall vote by show of hands, using the voter identification card.
3. In a situation where the chairperson cannot clearly determine a majority, the chairperson shall
call for the scrutineers to count and request the assembly to vote again”.

For a resolution to be posted on the SALPN website, Members are invited to submit by April 1st, 2018.
Advanced posting of resolutions allow the Membership to consider the issue prior to the meeting.
Resolutions which are not submitted by this date can be presented at the AGM as a motion from the
floor. You may submit to the SALPN office by fax, email, or mail.
For more information, contact:
Lynsay Nair, Executive Director, Saskatchewan Association of Licensed Practical Nurses
(306) 525-8052
lnair@salpn.com
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Resolution Submission Sample:
Title of Resolution- _____________________________________________________________________
Moved by (Name/Registration #)-_________________________________________________________
“Whereas”:___________________________________________________________________________
(Introduction)
“Be it resolved, that”:-___________________________________________________________________
(What is it that you want the SALPN Council to do?)
Explanatory notes:
Why do you believe this issue should be addressed? You should briefly identify the problem, advise to
the urgency of resolving the problem, and indicate what actions you feel would be required to facilitate
the change. If making more than one point, please order your points numerically.
1.
2.
3.
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