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The Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) profession in Saskatchewan is regulated by the Saskatchewan 
Association of Licensed Practical Nurses (SALPN). The purpose of professional regulation is to  
protect the public from risk and reduce harm to those a profession serves. LPNs are regulated  
because the service LPNs provide can pose a risk to the public if performed incompetently,  
unethically, or by unqualified individuals. 

SALPN Practice Guidance documents are intended to address additional risks associated with 
aspects of practice, practice roles, or provide information about new or emerging practices. SALPN 
Practice Guidance documents provide information that enable LPNs to make informed decisions 
based on the best available evidence. These documents support nursing judgment and help LPNs 
meet expectations of professional behaviour and requirements for practice as set out in legislation, 
regulation, Standards of Practice, Code of Ethics, and Practice Policies. 

SALPN Practice Guidance documents are not intended to provide all the information that may be 
required to inform decision making within practice. Each situation is unique, and information must be 
sought accordingly. 

LPN practice is guided by professional scope of practice (legislation and regulation), individual  
competence and employment role (employer policy). 

The context of practice determines the appropriate application of LPN practice with the collective 
consideration of conditions or factors affecting the status and needs of the patient, the abilities and 
attributes of the individual LPN, and the characteristics and resources of the environment.
The context of practice guides individual LPN decision-making within the professional scope of 
practice.

CONTEXT OF PRACTICE

Figure 1 - The LPN must consider context of 
practice in the application of LPN Practice
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Professional Scope of Practice: Authorization

The Licensed Practical Nurses Act, 2000 permits 
the SALPN to make bylaws to prescribe the  
qualifications of LPNs and set standards of  
competency.  SALPN Regulatory Bylaws provide 
for three specialized areas of practice within the 
scope of LPN practice. 

The following specialized areas of LPN practice 
are within the scope of practice of the LPN with  
specific post-basic education delivered by a  
formal educational institution. 

The Regulatory Bylaws authorizing these  
specialized areas of practice may be found here.

Figure 2 - The Licensed  
Practical Nurses Act, 2000

Figure 3 - SALPN Regulatory 
Bylaws
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Specialized Area of LPN Practice: 
Advanced Orthopedics

Achieving and maintaining competence in Advanced Orthopedics 

The specialized area of Advanced Orthopedics includes the provision of practical nursing care  
related to orthopedics for the purpose of applying orthopedic devices or casts.

For an LPN to obtain the specialty recognition, they must first successfully complete the formal 
post-basic education certificate program, known as the “Advanced Education in Orthopedics for 
LPNs” program from Norquest College in Edmonton, Alberta, or equivalent program approved by  
the Council.

The LPN will then be required to register  
with SALPN as qualified to provide  
advanced orthopedics. 

These competencies are not intended to  
be a requirement of LPNs working on a  
general orthopedic ward and may be  
viewed in the SALPN Competency Profile. 

Figure 4 - 2017 SALPN  
Competency Profile, 3rd Edition
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Application of Competencies in  
Advanced Orthopedics

• At all times practice under the order of an  
 authorized professional; 

• Work in collaboration with other members of   
 the health care team, while assisting an  
 authorized professional under his/her  
 direction with the setting or resetting of a  
 fracture of a bone; and 

• Ensure the appropriate health professional is   
 consulted when the required care needs of the  
 patient exceed the competence of the LPN  
 provider.

Figure 5 - Standards of Practice 
for Licensed Practical Nurses in 
Canada

Figure 6 - Code of Ethics for  
Licensed Practical Nurses in 
Canada

The LPN who practices within this specialized area of LPN  
practice must:

The LPN must practice according to the Standards of Practice and 
the Code of Ethics of the profession as well as  
employer/agency policy.

Specialized Area of LPN Practice: 
Hemodialysis Care

Achieving and Maintaining Competence in  
Hemodialysis Care 

The specialized area of Hemodialysis Care includes the provision of 
practical nursing care related to hemodialysis.  

For an LPN to obtain the specialty recognition, they must first successfully complete formal  
post-basic education.
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LPNs may provide hemodialysis care to a variety of patients in care settings offering hemodialysis 
treatment. 

The LPN who provides hemodialysis care: 

• At all times practice under the order of an authorized professional;
• Must work in collaboration with other members of the health care team;
• Ensure the appropriate health professional is consulted when the required care  

 needs of the patient exceed the competence of the LPN provider.

The LPN must practice according to the Standards of Practice and the Code of Ethics of the  
profession as well as employer/agency policy.

a.  Prior to January 1, 2016 a post-basic education program that was  
 recognized by council; OR 

b. On or after January 1, 2016, the formal post-basic theoretical education   
 certificate program, known as the “Care of the Patient with Kidney Disease”    
 from the Saskatchewan Polytechnic, or equivalent together with clinical  
 experience obtained through a practical program provided by an employer    
 and recognized by the SALPN 

The LPN will then be required to register with SALPN as qualified to provide hemodialysis care.

These competencies may be viewed in the SALPN Competency Profile.

NOTE:  
 

These competencies are not intended to replace competencies related to peritoneal dialysis care.  
Peritoneal dialysis is an additional LPN competency requiring informal, post basic education.

Application of Competencies in  
Hemodialysis Care
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Specialized Area of LPN Practice:  
Perioperative Care

Achieving and Maintaining Competence in Perioperative Care

The specialized area of perioperative care includes the provision of practical nursing care to patients 
in a perioperative setting and assistance to an authorized professional who is performing surgery in 
an operating theatre. 

Education requirements

For an LPN to obtain the specialty recognition, they must first successfully complete the formal 
post-basic education certificate program in perioperative practical nursing, known as the 
“Perioperative Nursing LPN/ Advanced Certificate” from the Saskatchewan Polytechnic, or an  
equivalent program approved by the Council. 

The LPN will then be required to register with SALPN  
as qualified to provide perioperative care practices in  
accordance with the  
Standards of Practice and Competencies for  
Perioperative Licensed Practical Nurses. 

These competencies may be viewed in the  
SALPN Competency Profile.

NOTE:  
 

These competencies are not intended to be a requirement for  
LPNs working on a general surgical ward.

Figure 7 - Standards of Practice 
and Competencies for Perioperative 
Licensed Practice Nurses
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Application of Competencies in Perioperative 
Care

LPNs that have achieved competence in the perioperative care specialized area are prepared with the 
integrated knowledge, skills, ability, critical thinking, and judgment required for the delivery of  
comprehensive patient care within the preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative period of the 
patient’s experience in the operating room.

Perioperative LPNs provide care:

• At all times practice under the order of an authorized professional; 

• Must work in collaboration with other members of the health care team; 

• Ensure the appropriate health professional is consulted when the required care  
 needs of the patient exceed the competence of the LPN provider.

 
The LPN must practice according to the Standards of Practice and the  Code of Ethics of the  
profession as well as employer/agency policy.
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